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WRITING & EDITING SAMPLES 

ACADEMIC WORK – THESES, DISSERTATIONS (LONG WORKS) 

Not all works were submitted with a title; working titles and/or topics are listed.  

Social Sciences and Humanities 

 Linguistic and cultural integration of the post EU accession Polish migrant community into 

Northern Ireland 

 The Cariplo Banking Foundation (Italy) 

 Artefact analyses: Chinese lacquer ware 

 Determinations of salary in the National Basketball Association and compensational gaps in racial 

and national groups 

 Changsha ware 

Business and Technology  

 Evaluating the business impact of a new technology in a given domain 

 Establishing a franchise in Hong Kong 

 Electrically-driven III-V nanowire laser integration on silicon 

 Crowdfunding: Its dynamics and impacts as a rising trend in the Middle East region   

Some examples of querying and feedback: 

 

 

 

  

  

Debbie: This is another sentence that 

whets my appetite, but it’s too quick a 

transition from the previous sentence. I’m 

thinking “aloud” here: I wonder if the 

previous sentence might be a good topic 

sentence for paragraph 2. 
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CORPORATE AND NONPROFIT MEMOS 

Because memos are often confidential and/or proprietary, I prefer to show you some 

examples of my querying style.  

 

AUCTION COPY 

Tugboat to Juneau for Two  

Channel your inner explorer as you join a working tugboat on a cruise from Seattle to Juneau. 

Visit exotic ports of call most Northwesterners never see, as you chug along the wild and 

rugged coast of British Columbia through the fascinating Inside Passage. Departing Seattle on a 

Thursday evening, you stop in Ketchikan on Sunday for 4 – 6 hours: just long enough to walk to 

downtown and back. Monday night is your arrival in Juneau, where you’ll stay for two nights. A 

hotel and two-day car rental make it easy for you to comfortably enjoy the United States’ 

second-largest city (in geographic area), with its 3,500 foot mountains ascending immediately 

from the city, large glaciers, and relatively mild climate. One-way airfare for two brings you 

directly home to Seattle. Don’t miss this out-of-the-ordinary opportunity to travel a breathtakingly 

beautiful route. 

Chocolate package 

Chocolate – food of the gods! While immersed in your signed copy of Desserted: Recipes and 

Tales from an Island Chocolatier, savor the exotic flavors of chocolate truffles; chocolate barks 

featuring ancho chili, peanut coffee, and lavender; and the enchanting whimsy of dark chocolate 

Frogletiers. Topping off the delights: a $100 gift certificate from Black Dinah Chocolatiers. 

 

  



 

 

GRANT WRITING 

Two questions from a recent proposal 
 
The basics about the program: ideas/inspiration/enthusiasm--in approximately 200 words. 
Since its inception, GSMS has intentionally focused on positively impacting its community, both in South 
Bend and in the field of education. Conversations with Oak Farm Montessori, including during a recent 
accreditation visit, further inspired us to believe that regional collaboration with both public and private 
schools could leverage positive results. GSMS has developed expertise in three particular areas that 
could be of great benefit to other schools: creating a sustained, positive faculty culture; developing a 
farm/land-based curriculum; and sharing our deep knowledge about how children grow into 
compassionate and self-regulated adults who make good choices.   

 
GSMS has long partnered with area organizations including the University of Notre Dame, St. Mary’s 
College, and Indiana University/South Bend, co-hosting lectures and inviting college student interns into 
our classrooms. Through conferences, speakers, summer residencies, training opportunities (potentially 
Montessori credential training), and access to GSMS as a lab school, the Consortium will facilitate adult 
learning about what best supports child and adolescent development – thus producing a scaled impact 
benefiting thousands of children throughout the region, in both Montessori and other schools. Montessori 
principles and the goals of the X Foundation are a potent match for disseminating best practices in child 
development. 
 

Why do you believe this project is a good fit for the X Foundation and its priorities? 
We resonate with X’s belief that “Great things happen when adults consider what children need to grow 

and develop.” Every day we see children who are learning to work without being asked, finding internal 

barometers for engagement, accomplishing self-regulation, and working with purpose. In Montessori 

there is a concept of “great work” – the work that a child can do when given an uninterrupted period. The 

education of children is also a “great work” that needs research, collaboration, and sharing of knowledge 

in order to scale best practices; we see a strong alignment with X on these values.  


